PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT’S  TRIBUTE  TO 

LINCOLN. 


The  White  House^ 
Washington^  January  i,  1909. 

To  THE  Editor  of  the  Review  of  Re- 
views : 

The  deeds  and  words  of  the  great  men  of 
the  nation,  and  above  all  the  character  of 
each  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  nation,  are 
one  and  all  assets  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
Republic.  Lincoln’s  work  and  Lincoln’s 
words  should  be,  and  I think  more  and  more 
are,  part  of  those  formative  influences  which 
tend  to  become  living  forces  for  good  citizen- 
ship among  our  people.  There  is  one  of  his 
letters  which  has  always  appealed  to  me  par- 
ticularly. It  is  the  one  running  as  follows: 

Executive  Mansion,  - 
Washington,  Nov.  21,  1864. 
To  Mrs.  Bixby,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Madam. 

I have  been  shown  in  the  files  of  the  War 
Department  a statement  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  Massachusetts  that  you  are  the  mother 
of  five  sons  who  have  died  gloriously  on  the 
field  of  battle.  I feel  how  weak  and  fruitless 
must  be  any  word  of  mine  which  should  attempt 
to  beguile  you  from  the  grief  of  a loss  so  over- 
whelming. But  I cannot  refrain  from  tendering 
you  the  consolation  that  may  be  found  in  the 
thanks  of  the  republic  they  died  to  save.  I pray 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  assuage  the 
anguish  of  your  bereavement,  and  leave  you  only 
the  cherished  memory  of  the  loved  and  lost,  and 
the  solemn  pride  that  must  be  yours  to  have  laid 
so  costly  a sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  freedom. 

Yours  very  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Any  man  who  has  occupied  the  office  of 
President  realizes  the  incredible  amount  of 
administrative  work  with  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  to  deal  even  in  time  of  peace.  He 
is  of  necessity  a very  busy  man,  a much 
driven  man,  from  whose  mind  there  can 
never  be  absent  for  many  minutes  at  a time 
the  consideration  of  some  problem  of  impor- 
tance, or  of  some  matter  of  less  importance 
which  yet  causes  worry  and  strain.  Under 
such  circumstances,  it  is  not  easy  for  a Presi- 
dent even  in  times  of  peace  to  turn  from  the 
affairs  that  are  of  moment  to  all  the  people 
and  consider  affairs  that  are  of  moment  to 
but  one  person.  While  this  is  true  of  times 
of  peace,  it  is  of  course  infinitely  more  true 


of  times  of  war.  No  President  who  has  ever 
sat  in  the  White  House  has  borne  the  burden 
that  Lincoln  bore,  or  been  under  the  cease- 
less strain  which  he  endured.  It  did  not  let 
up  by  day  or  by  night.  Ever  he  had  to  con- 
sider problems  of  the  widest  importance,  ever 
to  run  risks  of  the  greatest  magnitude ; and 
ever  thru  and  across  his  plans  to  meet  these 
great  dangers  and  great  responsibilities  was 
shot  the  woof  of  an  infinite  number  of  small 
worries  and  small  annoyances.  He  worked 
out  his  great  task  while  unceasingly  beset  by 
the  need  of  attending  as  best  he  could  to  a 
multitude  of  small  tasks.  It  is  a touching 
thing  that  the  great  leader,  while  thus  driven 
and  absorbed,  could  yet  so  often  turn  aside 
for  the  moment  to  do  some  deed  of  personal 
kindness;  and  it  is  a fortunate  thing  for  the 
nation  that  in  addition  to  doing  so  well  each 
deed,  great  or  small,  he  possest  that  marvel- 
ous gift  of  expression  which  enabled  him 
quite  unconsciously  to  choose  the  very  words 
best  fit  to  commemorate  each  deed.  His 
Gettysburg  speech  and  his  second  inaugural 
are  two  of  the  half  dozen  greatest  speeches 
ever  made — I am  tempted  to  call  them  the 
two  greatest  ever  made.  They  are  great  in 
their  wisdom,  and  dignity,  and  earnestness, 
and  in  a loftiness  of  thought  and  expression 
which  makes  them  akin  to  the  utterances  of 
the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament.  In  a 
totally  different  way,  but  in  strongest  and 
most  human  fashion,  such  utterances  as  his 
answer  to  the  serenaders  immediately  after 
his  second  election,  and  this  letter  which  I 
have  quoted  above,  appeal  to  us  and  make 
our  hearts  thrill.  The  mother  to  whom  he 
wrote  stood  in  one  sense  on  a loftier  plane  of 
patriotism  than  the  mighty  President  him- 
self. Her  memory,  and  the  memory  of  her 
sons  whom  she  bore  to  die  for  the  Union, 
should  be  kept  green  in  our  minds;  for  she 
and  they,  in  life  and  death,  typified  all  that 
is  best  and  highest  in  our  national  existence. 
The  deed  itself,  and  the  words  of  the  great 
man  which  commemorate  that  deed,  should 
form  one  of  those  heritages  for  all  Ameri- 
cans which  it  is  of  inestimable  consequence 
that  America  should  possess. 

Theodore  Roosevelt. 


THE  LINCOLN  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


^ centenary  of  Abraham  Lincoln’s  Interest  will  be  concentrated  to  a great 
birth,  on  February  12  of  the  present  extent  in  the  commemorative  exercises  at  the 
year,  will  be  observed  as  no  like  anniversary  little  Kentucky  town  of  Hodgenville,  which 
has  been  observed  in  the  history  of  this  coun-  is  near  the  geographical  center  of  the  State 
try.  Considering  the  fact  that  the  Civil  and  not  many  miles  from  the  center  of  popu- 
War,  of  which  Lincoln  himself  was  the  cen-  lation  of  the  United  States.  Here  on  the 
tral  figure,  was  fought  out  less  than  half  a Lincoln  Farm,  which  has  been  purchased  by 
century  ago,  it  is  especially  significant  that  a national  association  formed  for  the  purpose, 
the  celebration  of  this  birthday  anniversary  President  Roosevelt  will  lay  the  cornerstone 
should  be  an  event  of  national  interest  and  of  a memorial  building  now  being  erected  by 
national  proportions.  In  the  commemora-  popular  subscription  to  mark  Lincoln’s  birth- 
place, and  to  pro- 


tion  of  the  day  by 
the  public  schools 
of  the  country 
Mason  and  Dix- 
on’s Line  will  be 
obliterated,  and 
the  children  of 
Confederate  v e t - 
erans  will  unite 
with  the  children 
of  those  who  wore 
the  blue  to  do 
honor  to  the  one 
great  national  fig- 
ure of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  In 
many  of  the 
Northern  States 
the  1 2th  of  Feb- 
ruary has  been  ob- 
served with  more 
or  less  fidelity  for 
many  years.  At 


THE  CABIN  IN  WHICH  LINCOLN  WAS  BORN. 

(Three  years  ago  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association  be- 
gan a movement  to  restore  this  log  cabin  to  its  orig- 
inal site  on  the  Thomas  Lincoln  farm  near  Hodgen- 
ville, Ky.  It  is  now  standing  on  that  site  and  will  be 
surrounded  and  covered  by  the  memorial  structure 
shown  on  the  opposite  page.) 


tect  for  all  time 
the  lowly  cabin  in 
which  the  martyr 
President  was 
born.  On  this  oc- 
casion the  centen- 
ary address  will 
be  delivered  by 
President  Roose- 
velt. Gen.  Luke 
E.  Wright,  the 
Secretary  of  War, 
will  speak  on  be- 
half of  the  Con- 
federate soldiers ; 
Gen.  James  Grant 
Wilson,  of  New 
York,  will  repre- 
sent the  soldiers  of 
the  Union  army; 
and  Lincoln’s  na- 
tive State  will  be 


least  fourteen  States  have  made  it  a legal  represented  by  Governor  Willson,  of  Ken- 
holiday,  but  many  which  have  not  taken  such  tucky.  Addresses  will  also  be  made  by  Car- 
action  are  in  the  habit  of  observing  it  in  some  dinal  Gibbons,  Bishop  Galloway,  of  Missis- 
appropriate  manner,  especially  in  the  public  sippi,  and  ex-Governor  Folk,  of  Missouri, 
schools.  For  this  centennial  anniversary  the  president  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association. 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  issued  a The  plans  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association 
special  order  calling  upon  every  post  to  cele-  as  outlined  in  the  Review  of  Reviews  for 
brate  the  day  either  in  co-operation  with  March,  1906,  have  been  carried  out  with  so 
other  organizations  or  independently.  The  full  a measure  of  success  that  on  this  centen- 
governor  of  every  State  in  the  Union  has  ap-  nial  anniversary  the  nation  finds  itself  pos- 
pointed  a special  Lincoln  centennial  commit-  sessed  of  a suitable  and  enduring  memorial 
tee  to  represent  its  State  in  the  national  cele-  to  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  national  heroes, 
bration  to  take  place  at  Lincoln’s  birthplace  erected  at  the  place  of  his  birth.  For  this 
and  to  stimulate  local  celebrations  in  the  patriotic  service  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Asso- 
State.  This  fact  further  emphasizes  the  na-  ciation  the  country  cannot  be  too  grateful, 
tional  character  of  the  celebration,  and  shows  Lincoln’s  native  State  is  by  no  means  in- 
how  completely  the  animosities  of  the  Civil  different  to  the  fame  of  her  greatest  son.  A 
War  have  been  submerged  in  the  rising  tide  fitting  monument  will  be  erected  in  the 
of  latter-day  nationalism.  courthouse  square  of  the  village  of  Hodgen- 
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ville,  within  a few  miles 
of  the  Lincoln  Farm,  by 
the  State  of  Kentucky. 

The  sculptor,  Adolph 
Alexander  Weinman,  was 
a student  of  Saint  Gau- 
dens,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leaders  in  his 
profession.  The  statue 
will  be  unveiled  on 
Memorial  Day,  May  30. 

Lincoln  Day  will  be  cele- 
brated enthusiastically  in 
Louisville  and  in  many 
other  Kentucky  cities  and 
towns. 

The  city  of  Springfield, 

111.,  where  Lincoln  lived 
for  many  years  and  prac- 
ticed his  profession,  is 
making  unusual  efforts  to 
celebrate  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary in  a fitting  manner. 

Almost  every  part  of  Illi- 
nois will  be  represented  in 
the  great  gatherings  in 
the  afternoon  and  evening 
of  that  day  to  be  ad- 
dressed by  Ambassadors 
Bryce  and  Jusserand, 

Senator  Dolliver,  of 
Iowa,  and  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam J.  Bryan.  Senator 
Cullom,  a resident  of 
Springfield,  is  taking  a 
great  personal  interest  in 
promoting  this  celebra- 
tion. 

Official  committees  ap- 
pointed by  the  mayors  are  now  at  work  in  when  a club  of  young  men  (chiefly  of  for- 
most  of  the  great  cities  of  the  country  ar-  eign  parentage)  who  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
ranging  the  details  of  local  celebrations.  In  the  old  Five  Points  met  for  organization,  it 
the  city  of  Boston,  for  example,  there  will  be  w'as  found  that  they  wished  to  be  called  the 
mass-meetings,  special  services  in  the  Young  Men’s  Lincoln  Club  of  Five  Points, 
churches,  and  music  of  a patriotic  character.  They  chose  as  their  motto:  “ With  firmness 
An  address  will  be  delivered  by  ex-Secretary  in  the  right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right.” 
of  the  Navy  John  D.  Long.  In  New  York,  This  club  has  been  busily  engaged  for  the 
Mayor  McClellan  has  appointed  a commit-  past  three  years  in  studying  the  life  and  char- 
tee  of  100  prominent  citizens  to  arrange  for  acter  of  Lincoln  and  making  a collection  of 
a public  observance  of  the  day.  portraits  and  other  memorabilia.  William 

More  significant,  however,  than  any  Ordway  Partridge,  the  sculptor,  said  of 
official  action  are  the  spontaneous,  volunteer  their  collection  of  pictures:  “ This  collection 
efforts  of  various  organizations.  Some  of  would  be  an  inspiration  to  any  painter  or 
Lincoln’s  biographers  have  recalled  the  fact  sculptor  who  wished  to  know  Abraham  Lin- 
that  on  a February  day  in  i860  Mr.  Lincoln,  coin.”  The  Five  Points  population  to-day 
who  had  just  made  his  famous  Cooper  Union  is  entirely  different  from  what  it  was  when 
speech,  paid  a visit  to  the  famous  Five-Points  Lincoln  paid  his  visit  forty-nine  years  ago. 
Mission  in  New  York.  Three  years  ago.  The  fathers  of  these  young  men  who  have 


THE  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  INCLOSING  THE  LOG-CABIN  BIRTHPLACE  OF 

THE  PRESIDENT. 

(President  Roosevelt  will  lay  the  cornerstone  of  this  structure  on 

February  12.) 
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THE  LINCOLN  STATUE  TO  BE  ERECTED  BY  THE  STATE 
OF  KENTUCKY  AT  HODGENVILLE. 

(The  statue  will  be  unveiled  on  May  30  next.  The 
sculptor  is  Mr.  Adolph  A.  Weinman.) 

formed  the  Lincoln  Club  and  are  as  much 
interested  in  celebrating  the  centenary  as  are 
most  native-born  Americans,  had  perhaps  not 
even  heard  of  America  in  i860.  Yet  the 
character  and  life  of  Lincoln  have  their  mes- 
sage for  these  newly  made  Americans  as  well 
as  for  the  native  stock,  and  doubtless  thou- 
sands of  foreign-born  citizens  will  take  an 
enthusiastic  part  in  the  Lincoln  Day  celebra- 
tions throughout  the  country. 

Chicago’s  plans  for  the  observance  of  the 
Lincoln  centennial  are  largely,  if  not  ex- 
clusively, educational.  It  is  felt  that  Lin- 
coln is  forever  associated  with  Illinois  and 
Chicago,  and  that  there  the  abiding  influence 
of  his  life,  work,  and  martryrdom  should  be 
carried  into  and  diffused  among  wider  and 
wider  circles  of  the  population,  especially  the 
alien,  semi-alien,  and  unassimilated  peoples. 

A committee  of  100  was  named  by  Mayor 
Busse  to  consider  and  supervise  the  realiza- 
tion of  plans  for  a creditable  and  fitting  cele- 
bration. Representative  and  distinguished 
men  from  all  professions  gladly  agreed  to 
serve,  and  the  program  arranged  contem- 
plates a full  “ Lincoln  week,”  with  prayers 
and  sermons  in  churches,  addresses,  and  illus- 
trated lectures  at  mass-meetings  and  in  the 


public  schools,  receptions  and  banquets,  read- 
ings from  Lincoln’s  great  state  papers,  and 
memorable  addresses.  The  severe  weather 
precludes  outdoor  demonstrations  and  pa- 
rades, and  all  that  is  planned  will  be  neces- 
sarily of  an  indoor  character.  The  largest 
single  meeting  will  be  in  the  Auditorium, 
and  among  the  orators  will  be  President 
Woodrow  Wilson,  Dr.  Edwin  Erie  Sparks, 
and  Rabbi  Hirsch.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee.  Attorney  W.  J.  Calhoun,  in  en- 
listing the  financial  aid  of  the  powerful  Chi- 
cago Association  of  Commerce  for  the 
scheme,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  at 
$40,000,  dwelt  on  the  value  of  the  patriotic 
side  of  the  celebration  to  the  newcomers  and 
their  children.  To  give  them  vivid  pictures 
of  Lincoln,  the  man,  the  leader,  the  martyr, 
is  to  inspire  them  with  true  Americanism,  to 
dramatize  history  and  reality  for  their  bene- 
fit, to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  institutions  whose  protection 
they  now  enjoy. 

Aside  from  the  educational  and  oratorical 
program,  however,  there  is  a movement, 
backed  by  newspapers  and  prominent  citi- 
zens, in  favor  of  marking  the  spots  in  Chi- 
cago which  are  in  some  significant  way  asso- 
ciated with  Lincoln’s  career  in  law  and  poli- 
tics while  he  was  still  a citizen  of  Illinois. 
It  was  in  a Chicago  “ Wigwam  ” that  he 
was  nominated  for  the  Presidency  in  May, 
i860,  and  one  of  the  great  debates  with 
Douglas  was  held  in  a Chicago  house,  the 
speaking  being  from  a balcony.  Lincoln  also 
argued  some  legal  cases  in  Chicago.  The 
buildings  are  no  more,  but  tablets  on  the 
modern  structures  that  now  stand  on  the 
historic  spots  would  perpetuate  the  memories 
of  the  interesting  events.  The  Chicago  His- 
torical Society  has  valuable  data  in  its  pos- 
session regarding  Lincoln’s  movements  there, 
and  it  will  play  a leading  part  in  the  com- 
memorative functions  and  celebrations. 

A number  of  permanent  memorials  will  un- 
doubtedly be  erected  as  reminders  of  this 
anniversary  occasion.  The  plan  for  a Lin- 
coln memorial  road  from  Washington  to 
Gettysburg  was  outlined  in  a recent  number 
of  this  Review,  and  there  are  several  other 
projects  for  providing  the  nation’s  capital 
with  enduring  Lincoln  memorials.  A plan 
that  now  finds  favor  in  Congress  is  to  con- 
struct memorial  buildings  in  the  space  be- 
tween the  Capitol  and  the  new  Union  Rail- 
way station  in  Washington.  This  is  op- 
posed, however,  by  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects  and  others,  who  recommend  the 
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THE  PROPOSED  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  AND  POTOMAC  BRIDGE  AT  WASHINGTON,  AS  APPROVED  BY  THE 

AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  ARCHITECTS. 


adoption  of  the  designs  prepared  some  years 
ago  by  a commission^  consisting  of  Daniel  H. 
Burnham,  Charles  F.  McKim,  Augustus 
Saint  Gaudens,  and  Frederick  Law  Olm- 
stead,  Jr.  These  provide  for  an  elaborate 
treatment  of  the  Mall  from  the  base  of  the 
Capitol  past  the  Washington  Monument  to  a 
memorial  bridge  in  honor  of  American  valor 
leading  directly  across  the  Potomac  to  Ar- 
lington. Near  the  end  of  this  bridge  the 
commission  proposed  that  a Lincoln  memorial 
be  erected  which  should  have  a character 
essentially  distinct  from  that  of  any  monu- 
ment now  existing  in  the  district  or  hereafter 
to  be  erected.  The  type  suggested  by  the 
commission  was  a great  portico  of  Doric  col- 


umns. This  general  plan  is  favored  by  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt.  Whatever  may  be  the  de- 
cision as  to  the  precise  form  of  memorial  to 
be  adopted,  there  is  little  question  that  Con- 
gress will  in  some  way  provide  for  a Lincoln 
Museum  at  Washington,  in  which  will  be 
deposited  all  important  collections  of  Lincoln 
relics  that  may  be  hereafter  acquired  by  the 
Government. 

In  the  city  of  Chicago  a movement  has 
been  started  to  raise  $1,000,000  to  build  a 
great  auditorium  which  shall  bear  the  name 
of  Lincoln.  Suggestions  of  hospitals,  parks, 
and  other  public  institutions  to  serve  as 
memorials  are  under  consideration  in  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  and  other  American  cities. 


